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INTRODUCTION 

Overview 

The Georgia Environmental Protection Division (EPD) adopted a new Solid Waste Regulation entitled “Rule 
391-3-4-.10 Coal Combustion Residuals” (State CCR Rule). This rule, effective November 22, 2016, applies 
to owners and operators of new and existing coal combustion residuals (CCR) disposal facilities that 
dispose or otherwise engage in solid waste management of CCR generated from the combustion of coal 
at electric utilities and independent power producers. The State CCR Rule incorporates by reference the 
provisions contained in the United States Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) Title 40 of the Code 
of Federal Regulations (CFR) §257 (40 CFR §257) (Federal CCR Rule). Section (9) of the State CCR Rules 
requires all CCR units in Georgia to obtain a solid waste handling permit. Pursuant to these requirements, 
Georgia Power Company (GPC) has prepared this permit application for the closure of Plant Hammond 
Ash Pond 4 (AP-4). 

GPC owns and operates a four-unit coal fired power plant in Floyd County, Georgia on Plant Hammond 
property, approximately one mile west of Rome, Georgia. AP-4 was commissioned in 1986, and historically 
received CCR from generating activities. AP-4 currently is covered with a cap system and no longer 
receives waste. Per State CCR Rule 391-3-4.10(2)(a), AP-4 meets the definition of a dewatered surface 
impoundment because it no longer received CCR after October 19, 2015 and does not contain liquids after 
October 19, 2015. Furthermore, since AP-4 did not contain liquids and ceased receiving waste prior to 
October 19, 2015, this unit is not subject to the Federal CCR Rule except as referenced by the State CCR 
Rule. 

GPC will close AP-4 by removing all CCR from AP-4 (closure-by-removal). Upon removal of the existing cap 
materials and CCR, the final sitework restoration will promote positive drainage of stormwater. 

Following the CCR removal in AP-4, GPC will conduct post-CCR-removal groundwater monitoring for five 
(5) years to confirm that groundwater monitoring concentrations do not exceed the groundwater 
protection standards established in State CCR Rule 391-3-4-.10(6)(b) which reference the constituents 
listed in 40 CFR 257, Subpart D, Appendix III and IV of the Federal CCR Rule. 

Plant Hammond AP-4 Permitting Requirements 

This permit application addresses the closure-by-removal of this facility as well as the permit application 
requirements of State CCR Rule 391-3-4-.10(9)(b) and State CCR Rule 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)8. for a dewatered 
CCR surface impoundment as follows: 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)1.  - A completed form designated by EPD. 

The completed form is included in Section 2 of Part A of the permit application. 
 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)2. - Written verification that the site conforms to all local zoning or land use 

ordinances. 
Zoning Confirmation is included in Section 4 of Part A of the permit application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)3. - Property boundary survey and legal description. 
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The property boundary survey is included in the Closure Drawings in Section 9 and the 
legal description is presented in the Closure Plan in Section 7 of Part A of the permit 
application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)4. - Financial assurance mechanism meeting the criteria in Rule 391-3-4-.13. 

In compliance with applicable securities laws and regulations, GPC will provide specific 
cost estimates for closure during the permit application review process as estimates are 
developed and finalized. It is anticipated these estimates will be available to EPD in the 
first half of 2019.  GPC will provide a demonstration of financial assurance upon approval 
of closure cost estimates by EPD. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(b)5. - A qualified professional engineer's certification that all application 

requirements have been met. 
The professional engineer’s certification is included in Section 3 of Part A of the permit 
application. 

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)8.(i) – Demonstration that closure procedures have minimized the threat to 

human health and the environment. 
The Closure Plan has been prepared and is included in Section 7 in Part A of the permit 
application. AP-4 will be closed-by-removal and no CCR or water will be impounded after 
closure. 
 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)8.(ii) – Stability analysis. 
AP-4 will be closed-by-removal and no CCR or water will be impounded after closure. An 
evaluation of the stability of the closed CCR unit is not applicable because AP-4 will be 
closed-by-removal and the existing perimeter dike will be lowered by approximately 10 
feet and breached so that it cannot retain stormwater.  

 
• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)8.(iii) – Final cover analysis. 

AP-4 will be closed-by-removal. A final cover analysis is not applicable. 
 

• 391-3-4-.10(9)(c)8.(iv) – Groundwater monitoring plan in accordance with Rule 391-3-4-.10(6). 
The Groundwater Monitoring Plan is provided in Section 6 in Part A of the permit 
application. 
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