
 
[1] In a typographical error, 391.3-4.10(4)(b) references the “structural integrity criteria in 40 CFR 
247.73,” when the reference to such criteria should be 40 CFR 257.73.  
 

PERIODIC SAFETY FACTOR ASSESSMENT 
391-3-4-.10(4) and 40 C.F.R. PART 257.73 
PLANT HAMMOND ASH POND 1 (AP-1) 

GEORGIA POWER COMPANY 
 
The Federal CCR Rule, and, for Existing Surface Impoundments where applicable, the Georgia CCR Rule 

(391-3-4-.10) require the owner or operator of a CCR surface impoundment to conduct initial and 

periodic safety factor assessments. See 40 C.F.R. § 257.73(e); Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 391.3-4-.10(4)(b)1. 

The owner or operator must conduct an assessment of the CCR unit and document that the minimum 

safety factors outlined in § 257.73(e)(1)(i) through (iv) for the critical embankment section are achieved. 

In addition, the Rules require a subsequent assessment be performed within 5 years of the previous 

assessment. See 40 C.F.R. § 257.73(f)(3); Ga. Comp. R. & Regs. r. 391.3-4-.10(4)(b) 1. 

 

The CCR surface impoundment located at Georgia Power Company’s Plant Hammond and referred to as 

the Plant Hammond Ash Pond 1 (AP-1) is on Plant Hammond property, in Coosa, Georgia, 1 mile west of 

the Rome, Georgia city limits in Floyd County. The CCR surface impoundment is formed by an 

engineered perimeter embankment. The critical section of this CCR unit was previously determined to 

be located on the south side of the perimeter embankment. Under current conditions, the south side of 

the perimeter embankment remains the critical section. The Notification of Intent to Initiate Closure was 

placed in the Operating Record on 8/31/2020 and closure has been designed to have no negative 

impacts on the stability of the perimeter embankments. 

 

The analyses used to determine the minimum safety factor for the critical section resulted in the 

following minimum safety factors: 

 

Loading Condition Minimum Calculated 
Safety Factor 

Minimum Required 
Safety Factor 

Long-term Maximum Storage Pool (Static) 3.9 1.5 
Maximum Surcharge Pool (Static) 3.9 1.4 
Seismic 2.6 1.0 

 

The embankments are constructed of clays that are not susceptible to liquefaction. Therefore, a 

minimum liquefaction safety factor determination was not required. 
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